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An act to amend Sections 28,2915, 4980.54, 4989.34, 4996.2, 4996.22,
and 4999.76 of the Business and Professions Code, relating to professional
training.
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

‘ SECTION 1. Section 28 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to
read.:

28. (a) The Legislature finds that there is a need to ensure that professionals of
the healing arts who have demonstrable contact with victims and potential victims of
child, elder, and dependent adult abuse, and abusers and potential abusers of children,
elders, and dependent adults are provided with adequate and appropriate training
regarding the assessment and reporting of child, elder, and dependent adult abuse that
will ameliorate, reduce, and eliminate the trauma of abuse and neglect and ensure the
reporting of abuse in a timely manner to prevent additional occurrences.

(b) The Board of Psychology and the Board of Behavioral Sciences shall establish
required training in the area of child abuse assessment and reporting for all persons
applying for initial licensure and renewal of a license as a psychologist, clinical social
worker, professional clinical counselor, or marriage and family therapist. This training
shall be required one time only for all persons applying for initial licensure or for
licensure renewal.

(c) All persons applying for initial licensure or renewal of a license as a
psychologist, clinical social worker, professional clinical counselor, or marriage and
family therapist shall, in addition to all other requirements for licensure or renewal,
have completed coursework or training in child abuse assessment and reporting that
meets the requirements of this section, including detailed knowledge of the Child Abuse
and Neglect Reporting Act (Article 2.5 (commencing with Section 11164) of Chapter
2 of Title 1 of Part 4 of the Penal Code). The training shall meet all of the following
requirements:

(1) Be obtained from one of the following sources:

(A) An accredited or approved educational institution, as defined in Sections
2902, 4980.36, 4980.37, 4996.18, and 4999.12, including extension courses offered
by those institutions.

(B) A continuing education provider as specified by the responsible board by
regulation.

(C) A course sponsored or offered by a professional association or a local, county,
or state department of health or mental health for continuing education and approved
or accepted by the responsible board.

(2) Have a minimum of seven contact hours.

(3) Include the study of the assessment and method of reporting of sexual assault,
neglect, severe neglect, general neglect, willful cruelty or unjustifiable punishment,
corporal punishment or injury, and abuse in out-of-home care. The training shall also
include physical and behavioral indicators of abuse, crisis counseling techniques,
community resources, rights and responsibilities of reporting, consequences of failure
to report, caring for a child’s needs after a report is made, sensitivity to previously
abused children and adults,and implications and methods of treatment for children
and-adults: adults, and parental alienation and its diagnostic indicators.

(4) An applicant shall provide the appropriate board with documentation of
completion of the required child abuse training.

(d) The Board of Psychology and the Board of Behavioral Sciences shall exempt
an applicant who applies for an exemption from this section and who shows to the
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satisfaction of the board that there would be no need for the training in his or her
practice because of the nature of that practice.

(e) It is the intent of the Legislature that a person licensed as a psychologist,
clinical social worker, professional clinical counselor, or marriage and family therapist
have minimal but appropriate training in the areas of chﬂd elder, and dependent adult
abuse assessment and reporting. It is not intended that, by solely complying with this
section, a practitioner is fully trained in the subject of treatment of child, elder, and
dependent adult abuse victims and abusers.

(f) The Board of Psychology and the Board of Behavioral Sciences are
encouraged to include coursework regarding the assessment and reporting of elder and
dependent adult abuse in the required training on aging and long-term care issues prior
to licensure or license renewal.

SEC. 2. Section 2915 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read:

2915. (a) Except as provided in this section, the board shall issue a renewal
license only to an applicant who has completed 36 hours of approved continuing
professional development in the preceding two years.

(b) Each person who applies to renew or reinstate his or her license issued
pursuant to this chapter shall certify under penalty of perjury that he or she is in
compliance with this section and shall retain proof of this compliance for submission
to the board upon request. False statements submitted pursuant to this section shall be
a violation of Section 2970.

(c) Continuing professional development means certain continuing education
learning activities approved in four different categories:

(1) Professional.

(2) Academic.

(3) Sponsored continuing education-eoursework: coursework, which shall include
training in parental alienation and its diagnostic indicators.

(4) Board certification from the American Board of Professional Psychology.

The board may develop regulations further defining acceptable continuing
professional development activities.

(d) (1) The board shall require a licensed psychologist who began graduate study
prior to January 1, 2004, to take a continuing education course during his or her first
renewal period after the operative date of this section in spousal or partner abuse
assessment, detection, and intervention strategies, including community resources,
cultural factors, and same gender abuse dynamics. Equivalent courses in spousal or
partner abuse assessment, detection, and intervention strategies taken prior to the
operative date of this section or proof of equivalent teaching or practice experience
may be submitted to the board and at its discretion, may be accepted in satisfaction of
this requirement.

(2) Continuing education courses taken pursuant to this subdivision shall be
applied to the 36 hours of approved continuing professmnal development required
under subdivision (a).

(e) Continuing education courses approved to meet the requirements of this
section shall be approved by organizations approved by the board. An organization
previously approved by the board to provide or approve continuing education is deemed
approved under this section.
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(f) The board may accept continuing education courses approved by an entity
that has demonstrated to the board in writing that it has, at a minimum, a 10-year history
of providing educational programming for psychologists and has documented procedures
for maintaining a continuing education approval program. The board shall adopt
regulations necessary for implementing this section.

(g) The board may grant an exemption, or an extension of the time for compliance
with, from the continuing professional development requirement of this section.

(h) The administration of this section may be funded through professional license
fees and continuing education provider and course approval fees, or both. The fees
related to the administration of this section shall not exceed the costs of administering
the corresponding provisions of this section.

. SEC. 3. Section 4980.54 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to
read:

4980.54. (a) The Legislature recognizes that the education and experience
requirements in this chapter constitute only minimal requirements to ensure that an
applicant is prepared and qualified to take the licensure examinations as specified in
subdivision (d) of Section 4980.40 and, if he or she passes those examinations, to begin
practice. '

(b) In order to continuously improve the competence of licensed marriage and
family therapists and as a model for all psychotherapeutic professions, the Legislature
encourages all licensees to regularly engage in continuing education related to the
profession or scope of practice as defined in this chapter.

(c) Except as provided in subdivision (e), the board shall not renew any license
pursuant to this chapter unless the applicant certifies to the board, on a form prescribed
by the board, that he or she has completed not less than 36 hours of approved continuing
education in or relevant to the field of marriage and family therapy in the preceding
two years, as determined by the board.

(d) The board shall have the right to audit the records of any applicant to verify
the completion of the continuing education requirement. Applicants shall maintain
records of completion of required continuing education coursework for a minimum of
two years and shall make these records available to the board for auditing purposes
upon request.

(e) The board may establish exceptions from the continuing education
requirements of this section for good cause, as defined by the board.

(f) The continuing education shall be obtained from one of the following sources:

(1) An accredited school or state-approved school that meets the requirements
set forth in Section 4980.36 or 4980.37. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed
as requiring coursework to be offered as part of a regular degree program.

(2) Other continuing education providers, as specified by the board by regulation.

(g) The board shall establish, by regulation, a procedure for identifying acceptable
providers of continuing education courses, and all providers of continuing education,
as described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (f), shall adhere to procedures
established by the board. The board may revoke or deny the right of a provider to offer
continuing education coursework pursuant to this section for failure to comply with
this section or any regulation adopted pursuant to this section.

(h) Training, education, and coursework by approved providers shall incorporate
one or more of the following:
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(1) Aspects of the discipline that are fundamental to the understanding or the
practice of marriage and family therapy.

(2) Aspects of the discipline of marriage and family therapy in which significant
recent developments have occurred.

(3) Aspects of other disciplines that enhance the understanding or the practice
of marriage and family therapy.

(1) A system of continuing education for licensed marriage and family therapists
shall include courses directly related to the diagnosis, assessment, and treatment of the
client population beingserved: served, and shall include training in parental alienation
and its diagnostic indicators.

(j) The board shall, by regulation, fund the administration of this section through
continuing education provider fees to be deposited in the Behavioral Sciences Fund.
The fees related to the administration of this section shall be sufficient to meet, but
shall not exceed, the costs of administering the corresponding provisions of this section.
For purposes of this subdivision, a provider of continuing education as described in
paragraph (1) of subdivision (f) shall be deemed to be an approved provider.

(k) The continuing education requirements of this section shall comply fully
with the guidelines for mandatory continuing education established by the Department
of Consumer Affairs pursuant to Section 166.

SEC. 4. Section 4989.34 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to
read:

4989.34, (a) To renew his or her license, a licensee shall certify to the board,
on a form prescribed by the board, completion in the preceding two years of not less
than 36 hours of approved continuing education in, or relevant to, educational
psychology.

(b) (1) The continuing education shall be obtained from either an accredited
university or a continuing education provider as specified by the board by regulation.

(2) The board shall establish, by regulation, a procedure identifying acceptable
providers of continuing education courses, and all providers of continuing education
shall comply with procedures established by the board. The board may revoke or deny
the right of a provider to offer continuing education coursework pursuant to this section
for failure to comply with this section or any regulation adopted pursuant to this section.

(¢) (1) Training, education, and coursework by approved providers shall
incorporate one or more of the following:

th
(A) Aspects of the discipline that are fundamental to the understanding or the
practice of educational psychology.

&)
(B) Aspects of the discipline of educational psychology in which significant
recent developments have occurred.

(C) Aspects of other disciplines that enhance the understanding or the practice
of educational psychology.

(2) Continuing education for licensed educational psychologists shall also include

training in parental alienation and its diagnostic indicators.
(d) The board may audit the records of a licensee to verify completion of the

continuing education requirement. A licensee shall maintain records of the completion
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of required continuing education coursework for a minimum of two years and shall
make these records available to the board for auditing purposes upon its request.

(e) The board may establish exceptions from the continuing education
requirements of this section for good cause, as determined by the board.

(f) The board shall, by regulation, fund the administration of this section through
continuing education provider fees to be deposited in the Behavioral Sciences Fund,
The amount of the fees shall be sufficient to meet, but shall not exceed, the costs of
administering this section.

(g) The continuing education requirements of this section shall comply fully
with the guidelines for mandatory continuing education established by the Department
of Consumer Affairs pursuant to Section 166.

SEC. 5. Section 4996.2 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to
read:

4996.2. Each applicant for a license shall furnish evidence satisfactory to the
board that he or she complies with all of the following requirements:

(a) Is at least 21 years of age.

(b) Has received a master’s degree from an accredited school of social work.

(c) Has had two years of supervised post-master’s degree experience, as specified
in Section 4996.23,

(d) Has not committed any crimes or acts constituting grounds for denial of
licensure under Section 480. The board shall not issue a registration or license to any
person who has been convicted of any crime in this or another state or in a territory of
the United States that involves sexual abuse of children or who is required to register
pursuant to Section 290 of the Penal Code or the equivalent in another state or territory.

(e) Has completed adequate instruction and training in the subject of alcoholism
and other chemical substance dependency. This requirement applies only to applicants
who matriculate on or after January 1, 1986.

(f) Has completed instruction and training in spousal or partner abuse assessment,
detection, and intervention. This requirement applies to an applicant who began graduate
training during the period commencing on January 1, 1995, and ending on December
31, 2003. An applicant who began graduate training on or after January 1, 2004, shall
complete a minimum of 15 contact hours of coursework in spousal or partner abuse
assessment, detection, and intervention strategies, including knowledge of community
resources, cultural factors, and same gender abuse dynamics. Coursework required
under this subdivision may be satisfactory if taken either in fulfillment of other
educational requirements for licensure or in a separate course.

(g) Has completed a minimum of 10 contact hours of training or coursework in
human sexuality as specified in Section 1807 of Title 16 of the California Code of
Regulations. This training or coursework may be satisfactory if taken either in
fulfillment of other educational requirements for licensure or in a separate course.

(h) Has completed a minimum of seven contact hours of training or coursework
in child abuse assessment and reporting as specified in-Seetion1+8072-of Fitle-+6-of
the-Californta-Code-of Regulations: paragraph (3) of subdivision (c) of Section 28, and
any regulations promulgated under that section. This training or coursework may be
satisfactory if taken either in fulfillment of other educational requirements for licensure
or in a separate course.
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SEC. 6. Section 4996.22 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to
read:

4996.22. (a) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (c), the board shall not renew
any license pursuant to this chapter unless the applicant certifies to the board, on a
form prescribed by the board, that he or she has completed not less than 36 hours of
approved continuing education in or relevant to the field of social work in the preceding
two years, as determined by the board.

(2) The board shall not renew any license of an applicant who began graduate
study prior to January 1, 2004, pursuant to this chapter unless the applicant certifies
to the board that during the applicant’s first renewal period after the operative date of
this section, he or she completed a continuing education course in spousal or partner
abuse assessment, detection, and intervention strategies, including community resources,
cultural factors, and same gender abuse dynamics. On and after January 1, 2005, the
course shall consist of not less than seven hours of training. Equivalent courses in
spousal or partner abuse assessment, detection, and intervention strategies taken prior
to the operative date of this section or proof of equivalent teaching or practice experience
may be submitted to the board and at its discretion, may be accepted in satisfaction of
this requirement. Continuing education courses taken pursuant to this paragraph shall
be applied to the 36 hours of approved continuing education required under paragraph

(b) The board shall have the right to audit the records of any applicant to verify
the completion of the continuing education requirement. Applicants shall maintain
records of completion of required continuing education coursework for a minimum of
two years and shall make these records available to the board for auditing purposes
upon request.

(c) The board may establish exceptions from the continuing education requirement
of this section for good cause as defined by the board.

(d) The continuing education shall be obtained from one of the following sources:

(1) An accredited school of social work, as defined in Section 4991.2, or a school
or department of social work that is a candidate for accreditation by the Commission
on Accreditation of the Council on Social Work Education, Nothing in this paragraph
shall be construed as requiring coursework to be offered as part of a regular degree
program.

(2) Other continuing education providers, as specified by the board by regulation.

(e) The board shall establish, by regulation, a procedure for identifying acceptable
providers of continuing education courses, and all providers of continuing education,
as described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (d), shall adhere to the procedures
established by the board. The board may revoke or deny the right of a provider to offer
continuing education coursework pursuant to this section for failure to comply with
this section or any regulation adopted pursuant to this section.

(f) Training, education, and coursework by approved providers shall incorporate
one or more of the following:

(1) Aspects of the discipline that are fundamental to the understanding, or the
practice, of social work.

(2) Aspects of the social work discipline in which significant recent developments
have occurred.
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(3) Aspects of other related disciplines that enhance the understanding, or the
practice, of social work.

(g) A system of continuing education for licensed clinical social workers shall
include courses directly related to the diagnosis, assessment, and treatment of the client
population being-served: served, and shall also include training in parental alienation
and its diagnostic indicators.

(h) The continuing education requirements of this section shall comply fully
with the guidelines for mandatory continuing education established by the Department
of Consumer Affairs pursuant to Section 166,

(1) The board may adopt regulations as necessary to implement this section.

(i) The board shall, by regulation, fund the administration of this section through
continuing education provider fees to be deposited in the Behavioral Sciences Fund.
The fees related to the administration of this section shall be sufficient to meet, but
shall not exceed, the costs of administering the corresponding provisions of this section.
For purposes of this subdivision, a provider of continuing education as described in
paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) shall be deemed to be an approved provider.

SEC. 7. Section 4999.76 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to
read:

4999.76. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (c), the board shall not renew
any license pursuant to this chapter unless the applicant certifies to the board, on a
form prescribed by the board, that he or she has completed not less than 36 hours of
approved continuing education in or relevant to the field of professional clinical
counseling in the preceding two years, as determined by the board.

(b) The board shall have the right to audit the records of any applicant to Ver1fy
the completion of the continuing education requirement. Applicants shall maintain
records of completed continuing education coursework for a minimum of two years
and shall make these records available to the board for auditing purposes upon request,

(c) The board may establish exceptions from the continuing education requirement
of this section for good cause, as defined by the board.

(d) The continuing education shall be obtained from one of the following sources:

(1) A school, college, or university that is accredited or approved, as defined in
Section 4999.12. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed as requiring coursework
to be offered as part of a regular degree program.

(2) Other continuing education providers as specified by the board by regulation.

(e) The board shall establish, by regulation, a procedure for identifying acceptable
providers of continuing education courses, and all providers of continuing education,
as described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (d), shall adhere to procedures
established by the board. The board may revoke or deny the right of a provider to offer
continuing education coursework pursuant to this section for failure to comply with
this section or any regulation adopted pursuant to this section.

(f) Training, education, and coursework by approved providers shall incorporate
one or more of the following:

(1) Aspects of the discipline that are fundamental to the understanding or the
practice of professional clinical counseling,.

(2) Significant recent developments in the discipline of professional clinical
counseling.
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(3) Aspects of other disciplines that enhance the understanding or the practice
of professional clinical counseling.

(g) A system of continuing education for licensed professional clinical counselors
shall include courses directly related to the diagnosis, assessment, and treatment of the
client population being-served: served, and shall also include training in parental
alienation and its diagnostic indicators.

(h) The board shall, by regulation, fund the administration of this section through
continuing education provider fees to be deposited in the Behavioral Sciences Fund.
The fees related to the administration of this section shall be sufficient to meet, but
shall not exceed, the costs of administering the corresponding provisions of this section.
For the purposes of this subdivision, a provider of continuing education as described
in paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) shall be deemed to be an approved provider,

(i) The continuing education requirements of this section shall fully comply with
the guidelines for mandatory continuing education established by the Department of
Consumer Affairs pursuant to Section 166.

SEC. 8. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to Section 6 of
Article XIII B of the California Constitution because the only costs that may be incurred
by a local agency or school district will be incurred because this act creates a new
crime or infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty for a crime
or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the Government Code, or changes
the definition of a crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the
California Constitution.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

Bill No.
as introduced,
General Subject Professional training: coursework: parental alienation.

Existing law requires persons applying for initial licensure or renewal of a license
as a psychologist, clinical social worker, professional clinical counselor, or marriage
and family therapist to have completed prescribed coursework or training in child abuse
assessment and reporting, as established by the Board of Psychology and the Board of
Behavioral Sciences. Existing law requires the initial training to include, among other
components, a minimum of 7 contact hours, various indicators of abuse, crisis
counseling techniques, and community resources. Existing law also requires that a
licensed psychologist, a licensed educational psychologist, clinical social worker,
professional clinical counselor, and marriage and family therapist certify that he or she
has completed not less than 36 hours of approved continuing education to renew his
or her license.

This bill would also require that both the initial training and the continuing
education described above for these professionals include the study of parental alienation
and its diagnostic indicators. By expanding the scope of the crime of perjury, the bill
would impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies and
school districts for certain costs mandated by the state, Statutory provisions establish
procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act for a
specified reason.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes. State-mandated local
program: yes.
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